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UFO SIGHTING, BEAUMONT, TEXAS 
20 July 1961 


The following is a re-recording of conversation 20 July 196] 
between Trans Texas Airlines flight 110 and Beaumont Approach 
Control by (7), Beaumont, Tessas, for the 
exclusive use of U.S. military intelligence, 


Runway 11R2, winds calm, indicating northeast, over, 

OK and do you have some kind of fast mancuvering airplane 
flying over Orange this morning? A couple of them? They are 
real shiney. 

I nave none reported in the vicinity of Orange, 

Look out over the bay and just southeast of you some 6000 
feet. Something real bright and Shiney, it looks like it 
hovers for a while then it maneuvers real fast. It gets real, 
real. bright then it gets dull, It doesn't look like an aircraft, 

Roger, I will take a look and see what I can see, 

Just look down there toward the high bridge and up about 6000, 


long pause 
I don't have any aircraft in sight. I have low cumulus 
between the airport and the high bridge. Possible the target 
or @ircraft could be behind the cumulus where I couldn't see it, 
It is just south of Orange. You probably can't see it. It 
is just as bright as a diamond. Looks like it hovers for a 
while then it maneuvers for about 5-6000 feet just within a 
second or two, 
Tell you what, I'li see if I can see it and if I do, I'll tell 
you. Ci "Li let you know) 
You got radar down there? I'll see if I can pick up something, 
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We are picking up two targets. One is southwest and the other 
one is eeu of Orange in the station here, It's not part of the 
ground ciutter, and it doesn't appear to be any weatner., 

That i roger, we got 1t sighted. It is not weather. 
almost hovering, and it is the brightest thing we have ever-s 
It 1S very maneuverable. We saw it once up about 5500 and ‘ 
disappeared and about a minute later we saw it at at least 10, 

It lookes like it is down there about (7). What runway 
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No Case (Information Only) 4 July 1961 
southwick, Massachusetts 
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No Case (Information Only) Yukon, Missouri 
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July 9, Yukon, Mo, Elongated UFO 
reported hovering at 100 feet; object 
quicxly climbed away when flashlight 
| Was pointed at it. 
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No Case (Information Only) 10 July i961 
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 
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AP aa DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
| STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH 
UNCLASSIFIEO MESSAGE 


INCOMING 


AF IN : 1325 (22 Jul 61) PE/doc 
ACTION: CIN-17 


INFO : OOP-2, OOP-cP-1, SAFS~3 (24) 


SMB A 258 
ZCZCHOE 85 7ZCW JA287 
PP RJEZHQ 
ZNR ZDx 
CZCKHA662 
PP RJWFAL RJWFHW RJEDSQ RJEZHQ RJEBKF 
DE RJWFKH 60 
ZNR 
FM 68TH BOMB WG CHENNAULT AFB LA 
TO RSWFAL/ADC ENT AFB COLO 
RJWFHW/32ND AIR DIVISION OKLAMOMA CITY oKA 
- REDSQ/ATIC WPAFB OHIO ot 
RJEZHO/HO USAF WASH DC 
RJEZHO/OSAF WAS DC 
INFO RJESKK/2AF BARKSDALE AFB LA 
BT 
UNCLAS/S8DCOI 333, UFO. USAF FOR AFCIN, 
SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE FOR SAFIS. 2AF FOR DI. FOLLOWING 
FINDING ARE REPORTED IN ACCORD WITH AFR 200-2. THIS MESSAGE IN 
EIGHT PARTS. PART I: DESCRIPTION OF OBJECTS. A. OBJECT was TOO 
BRIGHT TO DISTINGUISH THE SHAPE. B, NO COMPARATIVE SIZE ESTIMATION 
WAS POSSIBLE. C, THE COLOR WAS APPARENTLY A VERY BRIGHT WHITE. 
D. TWO OBJECTS WERE SIGHTED. E. OBJECTS WERE IN TRAIL. F. No 
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No Case (Information Only) ll July 1961 
Sacramento, California 
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Dear ir Se 


Your note to President Kennedy of July 12+h was referred 
to this of fice. 


Although the Air Force does investigate all reported 
sishtings of unidentified Plying objects, it is our belie? 
that this particular article from the SACRAMENTO UNION was 
published for ita humorous aspects. 


The attached fact sheet, tAir rorce UFO Report’, will 
give you an idea of Air Force findings resulting from analysis 
of UFO sightings. I hopa it will be of interest to you, 


oincerely, 


WILLIAM T. COLSMAN, JR. 
fajor, USA? 

UFO Project Ofricer 

Public Information Division 
Office of Information 
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HOW TO COLLECT for three 
missing Sacramento Union 
newspapers is the dilemma of 
Philip Wayne, 13-year-old Un- 
ion carrier, who reported the 
papers were jerked, one by 
one, from his hand early Tues- 
day. ‘The newspapers were 
whisked up to two flying saue- 
ers, hovering overhead, says 
Philip, who doubts hell ever 
he paid for them. Air Force 
. Olficlals ara ‘“‘invesiigating”’ 
the incident. 
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“If you are not waking up with, 
the magic trysting hour of a smile call VALLEY MATTRESS" 


a j 


‘Continued from page one) 


I've seen pictures of saucers, but 
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California's Oldest Daily New spaper 
WEDNESDAY MOFNING, JULY 12, 1961 § PHONE Gilbert 2-781! 
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: A fleet of UFOs appeared late one afternoon in July 1961 to an | 
observer driving west along Highway 54 from I] Paso, Texas, to | 
Alamogordo, New Mexico. It had been raining in the mountains. 
and wind and dust storms had forced the driver to stop several | 
times during his trip, but now the sum was shining between patches | 
of dark cloud in the western sky. 


Driving toward the outskirts of 

cl to see a V-shaped formation of huge saucers 
Hying directly toward him. Stopping his car, he saw that they were 
glowi 


ing a deep red, were moving at high speed, 


and seemed to 
be as high as the clouds. When they had reached a point nearly 
overhead, they suddenly 


i 


Alamozordo, he startle 


scemed to drop down toward the ob. 
server. Rapidly revising all his first estimates of size, height, and 
speed, he recognized their true identi! 
of tumbleweeds that had been c 


and were soaring past at 


y. They were merely a group 
arried alaft in the strong winds 
a height of only 100 feet. Illumination 
from the setting sun had produced their weird reddish glow. 
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DISCERNIBLE FEATURES EXCEPT IT DID NOT APPEAR TO BE AN AIRCRAFT. 
G. NO TRAIL OR EXHAUST WERE NOTED. H. NO SOUND WAS REPORTED. 
PART II. COURSE OF OBJECTS. A. FIRST NOTED WAS BRIGHT LIGHT WHEN 


TAKING OFF FROM HOUSTON AIRPORT. Be. OBJECT APPROXIMATELY @ DEG 


. a — _——— —= ——EES EEE » ss 
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CSTRAIGHT AHEAD) FROM THE AIRCRAFT HOVERING BETWEEN 6 AND 7 
THOUSAND FEET ALTITUDE OVER BAYTOWN, TEXAS. C. OBJECTS 
DISAPPEARED ON A HEADING BETWEEN 65 AND 78 DEGREES AT 18 THOUSAND 
FEET APPROXIMATELY OVER THE HIGH BRIDGE BETWEEN ORANGE AND PORT 
ARTHUR, TEXAS. D. OBJECTS FOLLOWED AN ERRATIC FLIGHT PATH ON AN 
APPROAIMATE HEADING BETWEEN 65 AND 78 DEGREES VARYING ALTITUDES FROM 
192 THOUSAND DOWN TO 6 THOUSAND FEET. OBJECTS APPEARED TO BE 
TRAVELING MUCH FASTER THAN AN AIRCRAFT IN ITS CHANGE OF ALTITUDES. 
E. THE OBJECTS DISAPPEARED TO THE EAST WHEN THE REPORTING PILOT 
DESCENDED FOR A LANDING AT JEFFERSON COUNTY AIRPORT JUST NORTHWEST 
OF PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS. F. OBJECTS APPEARED INTERMITTENTLY FOR 
ABOUT ONE HALF HOUR. PART III. MANNER OF OBSERVATION A. THIS 
WAS AN AIR-VISUAL SIGHTING; B. NO OPTICAL AIDS WERE USED IN THE 
SIGHTING, THE REPORTING PILOT REQUESTED THE TOWER AT JEFFERSON 
COUNTY AIRPORT TO CONFIRM HIS SIGHTING WITH BINOCULARS BUT A BANK 
OF CUMULUS OBSCURED THE VIEW OF THE TOWER OPERATOR. C. SIGHTING 
WAS MADE FROM A TRANS TEXAS AIRWAYS DC3 AIRCRAFT NUMBER NS3654 
FLYING AT 5502 FEET ON A HEADING OF 65 DEGREES AT 168 KNOTS OUT 
OF HOUSTON, TEXAS TO JEFFERSON COUNTS AIRPORT, TEXAS. PART IV. 
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Maj. William T. Coleman 
SAF O]-3 

Room 4C-922 

The Pentagon 

Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Bill: 


On my return from the western swing I find a sizable amount 
f accumulated flying saucer material, I want to thank you and Major 
Friend, and Colonel Evans for all of the helpful material, including the 
estions for improving our chapters. Many thanks to all of you, 


On my western trip I ran into a daytime sighting that was a 
honey. Iwas driving on Highway 54 from El Paso, Texas to Alamopordo, 
New Mexico, and [| was in the outskirts of the latter city, having just 
turned west where the road meets the one coming from Las Cruces 
and the Holloman Air Force Base. The time was 4:00 p.m. The sun 
was shining, although the sky was heavily clouded toward the west, It 
had clearly been raining in the mountains and heavy dust storms had 
forced me to stop two or three times along the highway. I was suddenly 
startled to see a V-shaped formation of flying saucers heading eastward 
directly toward me. They appeared to have a reddish glow and were 
moving very rapidly, [had the impression that they were nearly at 
cloud level, They approached me rapidly and suddenly seemed to drop 
in on me. I then realized that they were merely a grouping of tumble- 
weeds carried aloft in the heavy wind. They were, perhaps, some 
hundred feet over head, The weird glow was caused by the illumination 
of the setting sun. Keep this in mind for similar reports, 


Mrs, Boyd and I have been struggling to interpret the 
famous Rapid City, South Dakota, case of 12 August, 1953. The report 
has so many features that are suggestive of the mirage of a star, that 
we have strongly leaned to that interpretation, The bright star, 
Capella, which happens to be circumpolar at Rapid City, was indeed 
very close to the horizon, just east of north. We do not have very 

good times or estimates of the total duration of the sighting. I 

wonder if you have any additional material that you could send us, in 
view of the importance that the UFO boys attach to this sighting. In 
particular, we should like to know what is the radius in miles, of the 
‘-adar screen and what was the frequency. The weather records indicate 


Maj. William T. Colemién sULY 235 L9G! 


a: 


at avery sizable temperature inversion was pre Sent, and this was 
e to magnify some of the radar and optical effects. The radar, 
cially, could have been deflected back to the ground and the 
moving object might have been some secondary reflection from the 
liane itself. Is there any additional information about the man who 
aimed to have checked the UFO against the triangle of stars, and 
deciding that it moved with reference to those stars? Sounds that 
it might have been autokinesis, unless this motion was really very 
sizable, 
Gua Lane” 
One further question that we have, A study of the/sChiles- 
Whitted case indicates that the UFO was merely a meteor, Appar- 
ently this was a considered solution in the early days, We wonder 
why it was abandoned, 


Thank you for the additional sightings, all of which are useful 
— 1 


and lend freshness to the book. Also, I think you were going to send 


me one from the soutn, where airline pilots reported not only seeing 
saucer but certsin roughness of the air which, according to your own 
ryation, was due to forest fire or oil well fire, or something of 


Again, with our many thanks and best wishes, I am 


Cordially yours, 


F ’ 


- 


Donald H. Menzel 
Director 


i'm scheduled to be in Washington on July 26, If time permits, 
run over to the Pentagon and talk with you some at that time. 


DHM 


CC: Maj. Friend 
Col. Evans 


ed eee een ' SS 


No Case (information Only) 13 July 196l 
Mt Rabior, Washington 
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+ January 1902 has been referred to this 


: 
Neither of the sneeiric siz tings you mention were forwarded ' 
Sox record puxpose because investi, Zav0ers at tae initial reporting | 
| level ware adle to estabLisa positive identification. : 
the sighting in the Chebalis-Morton area on 12 duly Look | 
| was determined to be a SAC training refweling opsratroay | 
. _—— 
) \ The sighting near Taccma, Wasnin: goon on 15 Oevover 1561] wes 
me dotermined to be en F-LOS Gircrars from MeMiord 53, | 
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‘ AUT thie The incicsed copy oF AFR 200e2 has applicable rortions noted 
for your information. 


ort | — ‘ ones r - . a * = Ay ; —_ 
snane you for your interest and we hope the sbove inrormaticr: 
will prove satisfactory. 
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PAGE THREE RJWFKH 60 


TIME AND DATE OF SIGHTING. A. SIGHTING OCCURRED 20/1403 JULY B. 


SIGHTING OCCURRED IN DAYLIGHT. PART V. LOCATION OF OBSERVERS. 

SEE PART 3C. PART VI. IDENTIFYING INFORMATION ON OBSERVERS. 
ns cz 34. svpress TRANS TEXAS AIRWAYS, HOUSTON, TEXAS. 
OCCUPATION AIRCRAFT CAPTAIN. SEEMED COOL HEADED AND RELIABLE. 

B, SECGND OBSERVER NOT AVAILABLE FOR INTERROGATION. MR. QB, 

AGE UNKNOWN, ADDRESS SAME AS A. OCCUPATION AIRCRAFT FIRST OFFICER, 
PART VII: WEATHER AND WINDS. A. OBSERVER AGREED WITH REPORT BELO. 
B. WINDS AT BEAUMONT, TEXAS SURFACE 45/2;IAT 6900, 189/103 aT 

10000, 229/10; AT 16090, 180/10; AT 20090, 140/73; AT 30900, 76/20; 
AT 50000, 50/103 AT 60000, 50/10. C. CEILING 1402. D. VISIBILITY 
-12 MILES. E. 3/1@ CUMULUS BASES AT 1490. F. NO THUNDERSTORMS. 

G. TEMPERATURE GRADIENT NOT AVAILABLE. H. NO OTHER METEOROLOGICAL, 
ASTRONOMICAL OR OTHER UNUSUAL CONDITION WAS REPORTED, I. THERE waS 
NO OTHER KNOWN AIR TRAFFIC OR BALLOONS IN THE AREA. PART VIII: 

THIS REPORT WAS PREPARED BY MAJOR Bw. ZIMMERMAN, CHIEF OF COMBAT 
INTELLIGENCE. INFORMATION IN PARTS I THROUGH VI OBTAINED FROM REPORTING 

PILOT AND TAPE RECORDING FROM JEFFERSON COUNTY AIRPORT 

TOWER. WEATHER DATA, EXCEPT FOR WINDS ALOFT, OBTAINED FROM WEATHER 
STATION AT SAME AIRPORT. CHIEF OF WEATHER STATION STATED THaT TWO 
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Helena, Montana 


60 Mi S of Louisville, Kentucky 


Kane, Pennsylvania 
Dayton, Cnhio 

Fairborn, Ohio 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 


Texarkana, Texas 

24250N 152.203) (Pacific) 
Palatka, Florida 

40.58N 36.50 (Atlantic) 
Midwest & SW United States 
Cameron, Louisiana 
Metuchen, New Jersey 
Fairborn, Chio 

Cape Thompson, Alaska 
26N 173% (Pacivic) 
Dayton, Ohio 

N of Dayton, Chio 
MeClellan ASB v2lifornia 
Gardnervilie, Nerada 
Tachikawa A=. | 
Oakland, Gaiies 
Misawa AS, 
hO.29N 36. 
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Insufficient Data 
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PAGE FOUR RJWFKH 60 
SMALL, VAGUE, NON-PERSISTENT BLIPS SHOWED ON HIS WEATHER RADAR SCOPE 
IN THE GENERAL AREA OF THE SIGHTING SOUTHWEST OF ORANGE, TEXAS. 
THESE WERE APPARENTLY NOT GROUND CLUTTER BUT WERE NOT PERSISTENT OR 
STRONG ENOUGH FOR ANALYSIS, FROM THE INFORMATION OBTAINED A 
PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSE IS NOT POSSIBLE, NO PHYSICAL 
EVIDENCE, OUTSIDE OF THE TAPE RECORDING, SUCH AS PHOTOGRAPHY WAS 
OBTAINED, TAPE RECORDING WILL BE RETAINED AT THE AIRPORT FOR 30 
DAYS. 
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UNCLAS geDC0l Babu16. REFERENCE YOUR UNCLASS MSG 
TD-E-25~7-466 DTD 25 JUL 61¢ THIS MESSAGE IN TWO PARTS. PART Il. 
PERMISSION TO RELEASE TAPE MUST COME FROM FAA REGIONAL OFFICE 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS» REQUEST HAS BEEN MADE TO FORT WORTH AND UPON 
APPROVAL TAPE WILL BE FORWARDED TO YOUR UNIT. PART IIe DUE TO 
THE WIDE AREA IN WHICH THE SIGHTING OCCURED AND NON-AVAILABILITY 
OF PERSONNEL AT THIS STATION WE ARE UNABLE TO CONDUCT A SEARCH FOR 


ADDITIONAL WITNESSES.» 
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